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Where does this material come from? 
The League of Women Voters of Southern Monmouth County 
has prepared this Voting Advocate Toolkit for anyone interested in 
helping people register and vote in the time of Covid-19—
specifically to vote in the 2020 New Jersey Primary.  The materials 
incorporate changes to the Primary process defined in the Governor’s Executive Order, May 16, 2020 and 
taps resources available on the Monmouth County website MonmouthCountyVotes.com.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan organization that encourages people to be informed 
participants in our democracy. Non-partisan means that we do not support one political party or another, 
nor do we support one candidate over the other.  We do take positions on voting rights, the environment, 
fiscal policy, and much more.
Purpose
The Covid-19 crisis threatens our elections and challenges us to safeguard voters, poll workers, and the 
elections themselves. It is the purpose of this Toolkit to encourage voters to vote by mail in the July 7, 2020 
NJ Primary, and to provide the information and support to make that goal possible. 
Background for each slide is given in the Notes Pages (select “Notes Pages” from the “View” menu).  For the hyperlinks to work view in 
the Slideshow mode.

lwvsmc.org lwvsmcnj@gmail.com

https://www.monmouthcountyvotes.com/
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The Covid-19 crisis 
threatens our 2020 elections 

GENERAL ELECTION 
November 3, 2020

President and Vice President
Congress—Senate and House
Freeholder
County Clerk and other county officials
Local town/city officials

Voters decide:

Local School Board

NJ Constitutional Amendments
1. Property Tax Deduction and Exemption 

for Peacetime Veterans
2. Legalize Marijuana

+

PRIMARY
July 7, 2020

Voters pick the party candidates:
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+



We need to protect voters, poll 
workers, and the election itself

REGISTER COMMIT VOTE

1 2 3
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Here’s how . . .

FROM HOME!



Are you eligible to register?

q A U.S. citizen

q At least 17 years old 
(But you can not vote until you turn 18)

q A resident of the county for 30 days before the election
q Not serving a prison sentence for a felony

Yes! If you are . . . 
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You can vote if you are on parole or probation but 
you need to register—even if you were registered before.



Are you already registered?

• If you got your NJ driver’s license since 2018, you were registered to 
vote—unless you chose to OPT OUT (not to be registered).

• If you are 18 years old or older, you can check at vote411.org.

• If you registered recently, you received a  voter acknowledgment card in 
the mail.  If you registered in the past, you may have received a voter id 
card.  (Neither of these cards is required to actually vote.)
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If in doubt, REGISTER 

http://www.vote411.org/


How do you 
register to vote?

1. Get a registration form
2. Fill it out
3. Mail it in

Online registration is 
coming to NJ, possibly 

in July 2020

For now
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Get the Voter Registration 
Application From Home

• Print from this website:

https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml
o For English or Spanish: Select “Monmouth County” (or your county)

o For other languages:
Scroll to the bottom of the County List and 
click on “Statewide Voter Registration Forms”

- OR -

• Text “REGISTRATION FORM” to the League of Women Voters 
(732-927-1131) and they’ll be in touch and mail one to you
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https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml


VIDEO

Online form

How to fill out 
the Voter 
Registration 
form

9

 
Box 1:    

• New Registration refers to individuals who never registered before in New Jersey as well as (17 and 18 year olds)  
• Address Changes are for people who are registered in New Jersey and moved to a new address within the state 
• Name Change applies to people registered in NJ whose name has changed (e.g. as for marriage) 
• Signature update is for people registered in NJ whose signature has significantly changed 
• Political Party Affiliation is for people registered in NJ who want to change their party affiliation 
• Vote by Mail applies to a new or current registrant who wishes to vote by mail 

Box 2 and 3: An applicant must be 
a U.S. Citizen and at least 17 years 
old to register to vote. 

Box 7: Fill in either driver’s license 
number/non driver ID number or the 
last four digits of Social Security #  

Box 9: The mailing address box 
should be completed if it is different 
from the home address. 

Box 10: This is completed by 
individuals who are new applicants but 
were previously registered to vote in 
another state or who are registered to 
vote in NJ but at a different address. 

Box 12: Providing both phone # and 
email is strongly recommended for 
contact in case of errors or questions on 
the application. 

Box 13: If wishing to declare a party, 
check, Yes and write in the party name. 
Those who write Republican or 
Democratic may only vote in that party’s 
primaries. Those that write any other 
party will not be able to vote in a 
primary election. If the registrant checks 
the No box, they are considered an 
“Unaffiliated” voter, and may vote in a 
primary election by declaring their party 
(Democrat or Republican) at the polls.  

Box 14: If the registrant wants to vote 
by mail in every election, this box should 
be completed.  
*Note—this precludes the voter from 
voting on the machines at the polls.  

Important: the registrant needs to sign and date the application.  If the registrant is unable to 
compete the application, the person completing it should print their name, address and the 
date where indicated. 
 

Box 5: Use month, date, year 
format 

May 2020 

 

To fill out this form use a pen (not a pencil) and print clearly 

 

Use pen, not pencil!

https://vimeo.com/403170931%3Femci=584642f6-b779-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=d5240ac3-eb79-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&ceid=2833107
https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/assets/pdf/forms-voter-registration/68-voter-registration-english-monmouth.pdf


Mail it!

• Fold and tape (not staple) your form 
and drop it in a mailbox.
Your form is already addressed and stamped.

• Once registered, you stay registered and do 
not need to submit another form unless you 
change your address, name, signature, or party 
affiliation.

10

DEADLINE: 21 days before Election Day
June 16, 2020 for the July 7 NJ Primary Election

October 13, 2020 for the General Election



Next . . .

REGISTER COMMIT VOTE

1 2
3

11



No Excuses!
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No Excuses !!   

Voting by mail is 
hard.

My mail-in ballot 
won’t be 
counted.

This is such a 
crazy time.  I’m 

too preoccupied 
to vote.

It doesn’t matter who is 
elected.  They all act the 

same once they are in 
office.

My faith in the system 
and fairness in voting is 

utterly crushed. 
My vote is largely 

symbolic because of the 
Electoral College.  I live 

in a ”blue” state.

What some non-voters say . . .

Hint: Responses are in the Notes



Make a plan

• When is the election? 
July 7, 2020  Primary 
November 3, 2020  General

• How will I vote?
By mail? In person?

• If by mail, how do I get a mail-in ballot?
• How will I know whom and what to vote for?
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Can I vote in the Primary?

• You must declare as either a Democrat or Republican

• You stay affiliated with that party until you submit paperwork to 
change to “unaffiliated” or to a different party
(due at least 55 days before the Primary)

PRIMARY
July 7, 2020
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For the 2020 Primary ONLY, 
unaffiliated voters will 

automatically receive an 
application for a mail-in ballot. It 
will have a place to declare your 

party if choose to vote in the 
Primary. 

Unaffiliated is not the same as Independent!



In person or by mail?

• Ballots mailed automatically 
to registered Dem and Reps

• Special vote-by-mail 
applications mailed 
automatically to unaffiliated
and inactive* registered 
voters 

In Person
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RECOMMENDED

• Fewer polling places
A least one in each town

• Paper (provisional) ballots
Machine for voters with special needs

• All standard Covid-19 precautions

Special process for this Primary Special process for this Primary
By Mail

July 7, 2020 PRIMARY

*  Inactive voters are those who have not 
voted in the last two federal elections.



How do you fill 
out the Vote-by-
Mail application?

The VBM application 
for the 2020 NJ Primary 

has been customized 
for this election.

 
3. & 4. – At which address 
are you registered to vote? 
Fill out 4 if you wish your 
ballot to be sent to a different 
address than Section 3. 
Otherwise mark, the Same 
Address Box.  

6., 7 & 8– Include your Date 
of Birth, Phone Number and 
email address if applicable. 

9 & 10. – Sign your name the 
same way your sign the poll 
book because your signatures 
must match. Don’t forget to 
date the application. 

11. - Did anyone assist you in 
completing this application? 
If “Yes,” that person must 
complete this section, 
including a signature. If 
“No,” leave blank. 

5. – By declaring for either 
the Democratic or Republican 
Party, you will receive the 
mail in ballot for that party to 
vote in their primary. 

12. - Only complete Section 
12 if you are authorizing a 
messenger to pick-up and 
deliver your mail-in ballot. 
You must sign the form 
again. 

12. Your authorized messenger will sign and date in the 
presence of the County Clerk or the Clerk’s designee. 

x 
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Mail the application for 
a vote-by-mail ballot

• Fold and tape your form and drop it in a 
mailbox
Your form is already addressed and stamped

• You will receive your mail-in ballot by mail in 
time to cast your ballot in the election

DEADLINE: The County election office must receive your application in 
the mail at least 7 days before the election.

(IN NORMAL TIMES, a voter can apply in person to the County Clerk in 
Freehold before 8 p.m. the day of the election.)



Red Bank

Democratic Sample Ballot
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Red Bank

Republican Sample Ballot
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Monmouth County

Competitive Races, 2020 Primary
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CANDIDATES FOR US PRESIDENT
Donald Trump Republican

Joseph Biden Democrat
Bernie Sanders Democrat

CANDIDATES FOR US SENATE
Eugene T. Anagnos Republican
Patricia Flanagan Republican 
Rikin “Rik” Mehta Republican
Natalie Lynn Rivera Republican
Hirsh Singh Republican

Cory Booker Democrat
Lawrence Hamm Democrat



Monmouth County

Competitive Races, 2020 Primary
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Monmouth County

Competitive Races, 2020 Primary
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Who should you vote for?

Find candidates who share your values and priorities.

Vote411.com can help 
• Detailed candidate information at all levels
• Information about ballot questions
• COVID-19 related changes to election dates and 

processes

On VOTE 411, you can also  
• Check  registration status
• Get a mail-in ballot application
• Find a first-time voter checklist
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http://www.vote411.org/


Next . . .

REGISTER VOTECOMMIT

1
3

2
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How do you fill out the 
Vote-by-Mail ballot?

VIDEO
How to vote by mail

You’ll receive a package in the mail. 
It contains your ballot and two envelopes.

1 2

Fill in the circles on the ballot to mark your 
choices.  Use a blue or black pen—not pencil or 
marker. The ballots are scanned by machine.

Put the ballot in the smaller 
envelope.  Do not detach or 
damage the flap!

3

Complete the information 
on the outside of the 
smaller envelope and sign.

4

Place the smaller envelope in 
the larger envelope and seal.
It is self-addressed and stamped.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=hJr7sr2TecE&feature=youtu.be


Mail it!

• Drop your ballot in a mailbox or drop-off site
• Congratulations, you’ve cast your VOTE!

DEADLINE: Postmarked by Election Day.
For 2020 Primary, deadline for receipt by 

County is 7 days after polls close.
MAIL EARLY TO AVOID ANY PROBLEMS!!!!!!!!

Drop-off sites will be listed on 
MonmouthCountyVotes.com

26Changed from 2 days for the 2020 Primary

http://monmouthcountyvotes.com/


To learn if your mail-in ballot was accepted/rejected and why, 
CALL:

• The state of New Jersey at 
1-877-NJVOTER (1-877-658-6837)

-OR-

• Monmouth County Board of Elections 
732-431-7802, x. 7150

How to know your 
ballot was counted
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(You will be notified by mail if your ballot is rejected.)



THE BIG IDEAS

REGISTER COMMIT VOTE

1 2 3

• At least 17 and a citizen

• Forms available online 
and from LWV

• DEADLINE: 21 days 
before election

• Apply for a vote-by-mail 
ballot (online and from 
LWV)

• DEADLINE: 7 days before 
Election (by mail)

• Complete your mail-in 
ballot

• Mail your ballot

• DEADLINE: Postmarked no 
later than Election Day

Text for help
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Text for help


