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High School/Community College Lesson Plan
“Fighting for the Vote”

MODULE 3: How to Vote (Use Powerpoint slides, if technology is available)
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Introduction to Module 3
· State your “vote” of confidence that everyone in the room will vote in the coming year if they are or will be eligible.  
· Ask for a volunteer to explain who will be eligible, based on the discussion of the timeline.  (Citizen, at least 18 years old, completed any felony sentence (including probation and parole).)
· Point out one more requirement that we did not talk about: Must have resided at your present address for at least 30 days before the election.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The deadline for registering to vote is 21 days before the election—nearly ¾ of the residency requirement. 
] 

· Explain that 17-year-olds can register, but they cannot vote until they are 18.  Mention that starting late last year, anyone who got a permit or license was automatically registered unless they opted out.  
· Ask for a show of hands:  “Who is now 18 or older?  Who is not yet 18 by will be by June 4 (NJ Primary)?  Who is not yet 18 by will be by November 5 (General Election)?” 
· Ask who in the room is (or thinks she is) registered.  Make sure you have forms and a plan for any eligible students who are not yet registered




Who What When  Where How: The Big Picture
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· Acknowledge that voting can be confusing, even intimidating, for first time voters.  Take a few minutes to talk about what to expect.  “Let’s answer the basic questions: Who?  What? When? Where? and How?

	WHO 
WHAT
WHEN
WHERE
HOW
	If not using slides, write the questions on a flipchart.  Point to the appropriate question as you proceed through the discussion.



· WHO:  
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“Who votes?”  We’ve just reviewed the requirement for registering. The answer is ‘Those who have registered.’ But that’s not the complete answer.  Registered voters stay home in large numbers.  It’s not enough to register.  You need to show up at the polls!

· WHAT:  
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“What are we voting for?”  Explain:
· “You are voting for candidates for public office—at the national, state, county, and local levels.” Quickly walk through the levels of government pointing out the kinds of decisions being made at each level that would be relevant to the students.  For example: National: we elect the people who made decisions about things like air quality, water quality, going to war, who will sit on the Supreme Court and make decisions like voting rights.  State We elect people who make decisions about things like how we vote, the money that goes to school districts, driving age, legalization of marijuana, how our courts run, and much more.  County: We elect the people who make decisions about things like parks and open spaces.  Local: We elect the people who hire teachers and principals, who decide what can be built in town, who tax our property and build our local parks and fund recreation programs. 
· “You sometimes are asked to vote on public questions, also called ballot issues.  For example, a ballot issue might be ‘Do you support adding to the tax rate to raise the money to preserve open space?’”
· WHEN:  
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“When do we vote?”  Explain:
· “In general, we vote in primaries, general elections, and special elections.”
· “Primaries are elections where the major political parties—the Republicans and the Democrats—choose the candidates who will run in the general election.  New Jersey holds its primaries in June.  This year, June 4.  To vote in a primary, you have to “declare” whether you are a Democrat or Republican.  You can do this when you register—or, if you have never declared officially, you can go to the polls on primary day and declare your party to the poll worker.  If you are a Democrat, you will vote in the Democratic primary.  If you are a Republican, you’ll vote in the Republican primary.”
· “General elections are held in November to elect national, state, county, and usually local candidates. You can vote for any candidate—independent of your party affiliation.”
· “Special elections are held different times in the year. They might include school board elections, non-partisan town elections, elections to fill unexpired terms, and more.”
· 
· WHERE:  
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“Where do we vote?”  Explain:
· “On election day, there are polling places set up in your town where you will go to vote. If you are registered and you will be 18 by election day, you will receive a sample ballot in the mail telling you where to go to vote—your polling place. “
· HOW: 
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“How can I vote?”  Explain:
· “In New Jersey, you have a choice.  You can vote in person at your polling place.  Or, you can vote by mail.   Anyone who is registered can choose to vote by mail—you do not need to give a reason. To vote by mail, you send an application for a vote-by-mail ballot to the county.  You will receive your paper ballot which you deliver or mail back to the county before the polls close on election day.  If you vote by mail, you cannot vote in person for that election.”
· SAMPLE BALLOT and VOTE411 support for you as a voter: 
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· Assure the students that they don’t have to remember all this.  The SAMPLE BALLOT that is mailed to them one week before the election will have the WHAT, WHEN, WHERE listed for them.  The sample ballot is proof that you are registered. 

The vote-in-person experience
· Transition to the in-person voting experience:  “We’ve covered the big picture of voting.  Now let’s talk about what it’s actually like to go to the polls and cast your vote.”  Ask if anyone has gone to the polls with a parent—if anyone has been inside a voting booth.  If yes, give them a chance to describe the experience (Where was the polling place?  What did the adult do before going into the voting booth?  What was the voting booth like?)
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· Engage students in a discussion of what a voting system—to be fair and accurate— has to be able to do.  “If you were in charge of setting up voting, what would you worry about?” (If you’re not getting any responses, have the “answers” written, one to an index card, to give out to a few students—then call on them.)  ANSWERS: The voting system has to have a way to GUARANTEE that every voter:
1. Is eligible to vote
2. Is who they say they are
3. Gets just one vote
4. Can vote in secret
5. Has their vote counted--accurately

	1. Eligibility
2. ID validation
3. One vote
4. Privacy
5. Security
	Board and number their ideas. Walk through (below) the step in the voting process that address each of the concerns on the board.
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· Eligibility:  Do  you meeting the voting requirements?
· “When you arrive at the polls, you will see tables set up with big books, called POLL BOOKS, on them.  Election poll workers will be sitting at the tables.  The tables may be labeled by voting district—the number of your voting district will be on your SAMPLE BALLOT.  If you don’t know your voting district, just go to one of the tables, give your name and ask if you are in the district for that book.”
· “The POLL BOOKS list all the registered voters in a particular voting district.  It is how the workers know you are eligible to vote. If you believe that you are registered, but your name is not in the book, ask for a PROVISIONAL BALLOT.  The provisional ballot allows you to vote on paper on a special form that will be sealed and taken to the county for verification of your eligibility.”
· ID validation: Are you who you say you are?
· “The poll worker will ask you to sign your name in the Poll Book and will compare your signature to the one in the book.  This step confirms you are who you say you are.”
· “New Jersey does not require voters to show identification at the polls—unless when you registered you did not give either a driver’s license number or the last four digits of your Social Security number.  In this case, you’ll be asked to show identification at the polls[footnoteRef:2]. “ [2:  Identification may include any current and valid photo ID, an NJ driver’s license, student or job ID, store membership cards, U.S. passport, a bank statement, car registration, government check, or other official document. 
] 

· One vote: Have you already voted?
· “The poll book will show whether you have appeared at the polls to vote already in this election.  And it will show if you applied for a vote-by-mail ballot.”
· “In addition, after you sign the poll book, you will sign a numbered ticket that you will take to the voting booth.  The poll worker at the voting booth keeps the tickets.  At the end of the day, the votes are tallied.  The tickets allow the workers to confirm that the number of ballots cast equals the number of eligible voters who came through the process.”
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· Privacy: Was your vote a secret ballot?
· “The voting booths in New Jersey have a curtain that you pull closed when you enter.”
· “The panel in the voting booth lists all the candidates and any public questions.  You press a button next the candidates name to make your choice.” 
· “YOU HAVE NOT VOTED UNTIL YOU PRESS THE GREEN BUTTON ON THE BOTTOM RIGHT OF THE PANEL!  Until you press this button, you can change your choices.  Once you press the button, your vote is cast and the choices on the panel are cleared off.  The next person coming into the voting booth will not see how you voted.”
· “Your ballot cannot be traced back to you.” 
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· Security: Was your vote counted--accurately?
· “There is good news and bad news here.” 
· “First the bad news.  New Jersey machines are electronic and they do not create a paper trail.  That means there is no physical back-up that documents the ballot you cast when you push the green button in the voting booth, so there is no way to prove that a voting machine has been hacked.”
· “The good news is that New Jersey voting machines are not connected to the internet.  If someone wanted to tamper with or hack the votes in an election, they would have to tamper with each individual voting machine.“
· Summarize module: 
· Return to the list of requirements on the flipchart and very quickly run down the few-word answer to each.  



	1. Eligibility—Poll books
2. ID validation--Signature
3. One vote—Poll books/Numbered ticket
4. Privacy—Curtained voting booth
5. Security—Decentralized voting machines
	



· Assure the students that they don’t have to remember all this.  What you’ve just walked through gives students a sense of what it will be like to go to the polls to vote.  On Election Day, poll workers will help guide them through the process.  AND THEY CAN MAKE VOTING A TEAM SPORT—GO TO THE POLLS WITH FRIENDS.

FFtV wrap-up
· [The League will work with the school to arrange voter registration drives separate from the Fighting for the Vote session. Assume that registering students is not part of this lesson.]
· Signal the end of the session:  “We’ve gone through the Fight for the Vote, we’ve looked at the challenge of voter turnout, and we’ve walked through what it’s like to vote in person.”
· Share the voter support tools:

· Hand out Voting Reminder/VOTE411 cards and explain:  
[image: ]
· Encourage those who will be at least 18 by the General Election and who are or who intend to register to text the word VOTE to 732-927-1331.  The nonpartisan League of Women Voters will send a reminder to vote on or close to Election Day.    Assure them the information will be used FOR NO OTHER PURPOSE.  If time permits, give students a chance to text their contact information in the room. 
[image: ]
· “Point out again that VOTE411 (on the other side of the card) has voter information tailored to you.  You enter your address and see what will be on your ballot, where to go to vote, polling hours, and more.  It also has a hotline to call if you have any trouble voting.”
· Have voter registration forms available to pass out to anyone who needs them for themselves, friends, or family members
· Have vote-by-mail applications available and ask if anyone would like one.  Explain that if they will be away at school or in the military for the November election, they can fill out an application to receive a vote-by-mail ballot. 
· Thank students for participating.  Express your optimism for the future, if they choose the vote.
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ELECTION INFORMATION YOU NEED

The League of Women Voters’ nonpartisan online voters’
guide, customized to your address: check that you

are registered, find your polling place, see who's L ®
running, find their answers to the League’s ques- ~

tions, learn what else is on the ballot, and more.
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